Extemporaneous compounding of pain and symptom control medications.
This paper introduces a new series in the Journal on extemporaneously compounded dosage forms for symptom control. Some advantages and limitations of compounded medications are described and issues that clinicians should consider are mentioned. Topics that will be discussed in future papers in this series are described. Changes of compounding-related chapters of the United States Pharmacopeia from advisory statements to enforceable standards are discussed. As an example of important formulation considerations, some physical-chemical characteristics and route of administration characteristics of opioid analgesics are discussed.